


What is DOCX?



DOCX is:

• A word processing file format based on 

open standards, including Extensible 

Markup Language (XML)

• Supported by many popular word 

processing applications, such as Microsoft 

Word 2007 or higher, Google Docs, Office 

Online, LibreOffice, and Pages for Mac
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Why use DOCX?



DOCX benefits

• Secure formatting

– Metadata detection and removal (e.g., author, company, last modified by, 
comments, bookmarks, track changes for new filings)

• Increases application quality 

– Generates a feedback document pre-submission where warnings and errors are 
pinpointed in a copy of the uploaded document in real time

– Eliminates the non-embedded font error, the most common error in uploading a 
PDF

• Saves time

– Detects and splits specification, claims, abstract and drawings found in a 
single file (i.e., multi-section document) in Patent Center

– Automated document code assignment

– Eliminates requirement to convert DOCX into PDF for filing

– Results in fewer non-compliant notices
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Non-DOCX surcharge

• Starting January 1, 2023, a surcharge up to $400 will apply 

when filing a new non-provisional utility application* in PDF 

format
* Applies to the specification, claims, and abstract when filed in PDF format. Please Visit the Summary of Final 
Patent Fee Rules

• Drawings are accepted in DOCX format but may still be 

submitted in PDF format with no surcharge.

• Surcharge does not apply to the following application types –

provisional, national stage, design, plant, and PCT applications 
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https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/performance-and-planning/summary-fy-2020-final-patent-fee-rule


Auxiliary PDF

• Applicants have the option to submit a PDF document of their application along with 

their DOCX document in Patent Center.

– Applies to utility non-provisional applications

– Effective through December 31, 2022

• This initiative will allow more time for applicants to acclimate to DOCX filing and for 

the USPTO to receive any feedback on issues with the DOCX to PDF conversion 

process.

• Applicants will still rely on the DOCX version as the source or evidentiary copy.

– May also rely on the auxiliary PDF to support a request to correct an error or discrepancy

• Applicants should contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) if they experience any 

issues with filing applications in DOCX format.

• Refer to the Federal Register Notice published on 4/28/2022 for further guidance.
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-04-28/pdf/2022-09027.pdf


Filing DOCX in Patent Center



Filing DOCX in Patent Center vs EFS-Web

DOCX filing is available in both Patent Center and EFS-Web 

with some key differences

Patent Center EFS-Web

Expanded DOCX functionality Limited DOCX functionality

Filers can file nonprovisional utility, provisional, and 

national stage application types; follow-ons on the 

same day

Filers can only file nonprovisional utility

applications

File multi-section (specification, claims, abstract, 

drawings) in a single document for Patent Center to 

automatically detect and assign document codes

Filers must manually split documents into 

separate single-section documents prior to 

upload 

New technology will allow for future enhancements 

such as submission of amendments and responses

Only specification, claims, abstract may be 

uploaded in DOCX

Drag and drop to upload documents No drag and drop feature
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Authentication

Registered user Guest user 
Warning/Error Message
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Patent Center dashboard
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Recognizing training mode
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Application Data Sheet
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Drag and drop
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DOCX–warnings and errors
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DOCX–viewing documents
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Feedback summary and specification feedback
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Claims feedback
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Abstract feedback
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Auxiliary PDF
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Auxiliary PDF
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Retrieval in Patent Center

Private PAIR equivalent

Public PAIR equivalent

• Common acceptable formats: 

99/999,999 or 99999999. 

• PCTs should be in formats: 

PCT/CCYYYY/NNNNNN or 

PCT/CCYY/NNNNN, where C = 

Country Code, Y = year filed, and

N = 5 or 6 digit number.
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Patent Center–intuitive application 

viewer
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DOCX–multi-section split documents and XML 

retrieval
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PDF review by user
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Retrieval in Patent Center
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Patent Center DOCX demo



Additional resources

• For more information, visit: www.uspto.gov/patents/docx

• For assistance or to report any issues, contact the Patent 

Electronic Business Center (EBC):
– Phone: 1-866-217-9197

– Email: ebc@uspto.gov  

• Recommend improvements via IdeaScale https://uspto-

emod.ideascale.com

• For updates, sign up for Patent Alerts: 

www.uspto.gov/subscribe
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https://www.uspto.gov/patents/docx
https://uspto-emod.ideascale.com/
http://www.uspto.gov/subscribe



